The Edison Foundation FY20 Annual Report

Founded in 1993, The Edison Foundation has raised millions of dollars to support
Edison State Community College by providing scholarships for students, mini-grants for faculty and staff,
athletic post-season play and equipment, and capital improvements throughout campuses.
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History l Mission Statement
The Edison Foundation is to assist Edison State Community College in meeting its educational and
community service goals. The Foundation shall accomplish this through the identification, cultivation
and solicitation, of corporate, foundation and individual donors, and be communicating the goals
and needs of the College to the communities of Darke, Miami and Shelby counties.

Edison State holds a special place in my heart for many reasons, but primarily because I graduated
from a community college and know firsthand about the many benefits associated with attending
one. Even though 2020 was a difficult year, because of generous donations from corporate supporters
and individual donors, our Foundation was still able to pay it forward and award scholarships to
deserving students pursuing their educational dreams at Edison State. So, here’s to 2021, and
continuing to support a brighter future for our communities by investing in our students.

Jennifer Williams

Edison State Community College received local and national attention this past year as a result of our continued
enrollment increases and program expansions despite the challenges of the COVID pandemic. While most
community colleges in Ohio experienced double-digit enrollment declines, Edison State topped 10% in enrollment
growth for fall of 2020. Our “secret sauce” is no secret. We have strategically shifted our employee demographics to
increase direct service staff and decrease administrators. Over the past 4 years we had invested in technical and
professional support for our full and part-time faculty to provide a broad range of distance learning courses,
certificates and degrees. When the COVID crisis required a shift to remote services, we had the staffing capacity and
expertise to work individually with students. Many of our students had successfully completed distance courses
and many of our faculty had demonstrated expertise in quality distance learning.
The recovery of our state economy relies on more adults gaining workplace skills that are at the heart of
Edison State’s curriculum. Your support of The Edison Foundation will help us to reach more potential workers
quickly and provide help to those who need it most. Our college has the capacity, motivation, and focus that
is critical at this pivotal point for our state. Your donations will never be more important or have more
impact than right now. Thank you for your loyal support and enjoy reading about the many accomplishments
that your dollars have made possible.

The Edison Foundation is blessed with a supportive community in the mission to support the educational
and career dreams of Edison State Community College students. Amid a worldwide pandemic, the
importance of higher education and its effect on the economy of our region is even more profound. In
partnership with our donors and supporters, The Edison Foundation continues to be positioned to assist
Edison State students, faculty, and staff members.
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President’s Circle Award l The Edison Foundation Funds

President’s Circle Award
for Philanthropy
Cleon Bowers
Emerson Climate Technologies, Inc.
Fraternal Order of Police Lodge 58
Len and Doreen Larson
Medical Mutual of Ohio
Paul G. Duke Foundation
Preble County Youth Foundation
Premier Health Partners/
Upper Valley Medical Center
The Community Foundation
of Shelby County
Troy Business Park
Troy Development Council

The Edison Foundation
Funds
Athletics Fund
Athletics General Fund
Blankenship Scholarship
Board Designated Endowment Fund
Business & Industry Fund
Cooperating Collection-Restricted Fund
D. Douglas King Scholarship Fund
Darke County Scholarship Fund
Edison Fund-General Purpose Fund
Emergency Loan Fund
Engineering Endowed Scholarship Fund
General Scholarship Fund
Holiday Evening Annual Scholarship Fund
Illuminate the Future Scholarship
Endowment Fund
Innovation Academy Fund
John J. Dugan Endowed Scholarship
Kathy Clifton Endowment Fund
Kenneth Yowell President Emeritus
Scholarship Fund
Miami Valley Wounded Veterans Fund
Myers/Vaccaro Scholarship Fund
Paul G. Duke Academy for
Community Leadership
Preble County Youth Foundation
Endowment
Resource Development Fund
River Steward
Robinson Endowed Scholarship Fund
Tri County Scholarship Fund
Veterinary Technology

Vaccaro-Myers Scholarship in
Fine Art/Theater
William H. Pitsenbarger Fund
William M. McCulloch Memorial
Scholarship Fund

The Edison Foundation
Board Members
Edward W. Curry (Darke)		
Retired Executive/Owner
Regina Duff (Miami)			
Director of Obstetrics—Wayne Healthcare
Stanley A. Evans (Miami)			
Insurance Agent—Favorite Insurance Agency
Tim Gleason (Shelby)			
President/Broker—Realty 2000

Julie R. Slattery (Miami)		
Administrative Assistant to the VP of IA
Edison Community College
Secretary to The Edison Foundation

Tracy Tryon (Darke)			
Teacher (Retired)
Greenville City School District

John Warner (Darke)		
President/CEO
Brethren Retirement Community
Dean W. Weinert (Shelby)		
President—Mutual Federal Bank
Jennifer Williams (Darke)		
Controller—Wayne HealthCare

Dr. Richard Hanes (Miami)		
VP of Advancement, Strategic Planning
and Partnerships
The Edison Foundation Emeritus
Executive Director of The Edison Foundation
Board Members
Edison State Community College
Ann Baird (Miami)
Kent James (Darke)			
Baird Funeral Home (Retired)
President/CEO—Greenville National Bank
Miami County			
Dr. Doreen Larson (Shelby)		
President—Edison State Community College
Harry N. Faulkner (Shelby)
Dr. Nancy D. Luce (Miami)			Partner (Retired)
Faulkner, Garmhausen, Keister & Shenk
Superintendent —Upper Valley Career Center
J. Kathryn Lukey (Shelby)
Bettye S. Laughlin (Darke)
Nurse (Retired)—Upper Valley Career Center
Registered Nurse (Retired)
Brethren Retirement Community
Roger Luring (Miami)		
Attorney (Retired)
William E. Lukens (Miami)
Miller, Luring & Venters Co, LPA
Chairman & CEO (Retired)
Aaron Moran (Darke)		
Stillwater Technologies, Inc.
Superintendent
Versailles Exempted Village Schools
Thomas E. Robinson (Miami)
Southwest Ohio Area Sales Mgr. (Retired)
Vince Miller (Miami)
Dinner Bell Foods, Inc.		
Mathematics Adjunct Faculty
Edison State Community College
Michael H. van Haaren (Miami)
Devan O’Connell (Shelby)
President & COO (Retired)
Student Senate President
Stillwater Technologies, Inc.
Edison State Community College
James C. Oda (Miami)		
Edison State Board of Trustees Liaison
Director, Piqua Public Library

Dr. Eric J. Prenger, M.D. (Shelby)
Physician Family Practice—Wilson Health

Connie Schneider (Shelby)		
Superintendent—Fairlawn Local Schools
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New Student Fund l Charger Reverse Raffle

New Fund Created to Support
Students in Need
The Edison Foundation has joined together with Edison State
Community College to provide funding for student emergency
needs. After a year-long study, The Edison Foundation Board
of Directors approved the Student Emergency Assistance Fund
formation in June 2020, along with budgeting $5,000 for FY21 as
startup funding. The newly formed fund is a critical lifeline of
support that provides immediate aid to students threatened
due to unforeseen circumstances.
				

“Many of our
students are
				
juggling multiple
responsibilities
and are just one
financial emergency
away from having
to make the
difficult decision
				
to leave school.
				

The Student Emergency
Assistance Fund is available
to students currently
enrolled at Edison State
who have emergency needs
beyond academics. Needs,
which if left unaddressed,
would significantly
compromise their ability
to finish the semester.
A student may request
expenses totaling up to
but not exceeding $500 to
be covered once per
academic year for the
following eligible costs:
childcare, food/meals, gas,
housing, rent, medical/
dental expenses, personal
automobile expenses,
public transportation
expenses, or utilities.

“Many of our students are juggling multiple responsibilities
and are just one financial emergency away from having to
make the difficult decision to leave school. If we can help
cover the cost of that emergency, that student can stay in
school and continue working toward creating a better life
for themselves and their family,” said Jessica Chambers,
Dean of Student Affairs at Edison State.

Charger Reverse Raffle Raises Over
$13k for Edison State Athletics
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Charger Athletic Reverse Raffle
event was converted to a remote drawing, replacing the traditional
in-person event. And while the raffle looked much different this year,
one fact remained evident: Charger fans’ unwavering support of
Edison State Community College athletics.
In 2020, the event raised $13,900 through ticket sales alone. More than
$12,000 in prize money was awarded to winning ticket holders,
including the $10,000 grand prize winner, Douglas Martin, of Anna.
“The money we raise through this event helps to offset many of the
costs that our athletic teams incur throughout the year. It also provides
a lot of opportunities that our student-athletes may not normally have,
such as traveling to and participating in post-season tournaments,”
said Nate Cole, Edison State Athletic Director.
Originally known as the Charger 300, the Charger Athletics Reverse
Raffle began in 2010 to provide funding for postseason play and to
offset expenses beyond the Edison State Athletics budget. The need
for an annual fundraiser for the athletic department grew from the
postseason success of Charger teams winning National Junior College
Athletic Association (NJCAA) Region XII titles, District G titles, and
moving on to compete at the NJCAA Division III Final Four.
Over the past seven years, $122,690.27 has been used to purchase team
uniforms and equipment, provide team facility upgrades, and cover
expenses associated with postseason play.
“This event has become more and more popular each year and this
year was no exception, even with COVID-19. We had a tremendous
outpouring of support from people in the community and right here at
Edison State and we can’t thank them enough for making the
event successful,” said Cole.
Edison State’s volleyball, men’s and women’s basketball, baseball,
and softball teams compete in the Ohio Community College Athletic
Conference and are Division II members of the National Junior College
Athletic Association.
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The Edison Foundation l Holiday Evening

The Edison Foundation Aims to
Provide Certainty
Considering the on-going emerging health crisis, The Edison
Foundation aimed to provide a sense of certainty among students
through scholarship support. Accommodating Ohio Governor Mike
DeWine’s Stay-at-Home Order, The Edison Foundation cancelled the
fourth annual Girls’ Night Out—Little Black Dress event to be held
in March 2020, which provides scholarships to local female students.
Recipients of the scholarship are selected annually based upon their
academic achievement and extracurricular activity. The most recent
Little Black Dress scholarship was awarded to Teresa Hess of Troy.
During 2020 Hess was working toward a registered nursing degree
from Edison State, along with working as a patient care technician
at Upper Valley Medical Center and is a mother to a two-year-old
daughter. “When I started Edison State’s nursing program two years
ago, my daughter was about 10 months old, and I was working at
least 20 hours a week. Now, my daughter is 2 years old and while I
still work, I can work significantly reduced hours thanks to the Little
Black Dress Scholarship,” said Hess. “This scholarship has been
instrumental in my success in the nursing program by allowing me
to replace previous work hours with study hours.”
Students at Edison State have had to readily adapt to the distance
learning model that has been presented to them during this health
crisis while also enduring disruption to their typical career and home
lives. “There are added stresses in everyone’s life at the moment,”
added Hess. “I am grateful that the cost of my education isn’t
one of them.”
Unity National Bank lead the way in continuing to back the event
by converting its premier sponsorship into a direct scholarship
donation of $1,000 to go towards the 2020 Girls Night Out–Little
Black Dress event.
“While we have a lot of fun with this event, the focus on women’s
education is very purposeful: supporting women through full-ride
scholarships at Edison State,” said Rick Hanes, Executive Director
of The Edison Foundation.
Even though the event did not take place, its mission remained––
to provide a sense of monetary security to students in pursuit of
higher education and improved well-being––at a time when it is
needed most. “Based on the current economic climate, the Little
Black Dress scholarship is needed more now,” added Hanes.

Holiday Evening a Success in Raising
Dollars for Student Scholarships
The Edison Foundation held the 22nd annual Holiday Evening at
Edison State Community College on Wednesday, December 4, 2019
raising over $50,000 for student scholarships. The evening featured
the contemporary string trio band Simply Three as the headlining
entertainment.
Over 240 guests attended the annual gala to enjoy hors d’oeuvres,
drinks, the company of others, and great music, all while supporting
countless students in the upcoming academic year with scholarships.
Simply Three’s performance proved to be a crowd-pleaser,
complete with original material, covers, and holiday classics.
The band performed such classic holiday songs as “God Rest Ye
Gentlemen,” a cover of Queen’s “Bohemian Rhapsody,” and some
of their original hits such as “Factory” and “Rain.”
“This year’s talent, Simply Three, hits on the perfect balance of
virtuosity and diversity in musical style and selection. I particularly
enjoyed their arrangements of traditional Christmas music. Their
original song, “Rain,” is at the top of my playlist,” said Edison State
President Dr. Doreen Larson.
Proceeds from the evening benefit the Edison Foundation’s General
Scholarship Fund, which directly assists recent high school graduates
and those returning to the classroom to start, change or advance in
their careers.
“The holidays are all about giving, and Holiday Evening is a gift
of food and entertainment to the community who, in turn, are
generously supporting Edison State students through scholarships,”
noted Larson.“These scholarships are a factor in changing the entire
trajectory of a student’s life, moving them from a minimum wage job
to a professional position. These dollars make the difference between
someone working in a convenience store to that same person
working as a police officer, a nurse, a machinist, or a banking agent.”
Also contributing to the success of the event was the evening’s chair,
Regina Duff, Edison State alumni, and Obstetrics Director at Wayne
HealthCare. “Each ticket sold is a reflection of the generous support
that attendees have so graciously shared with current and future
students,” said Duff.
Holiday Evening at Edison State includes past performances by
Lucky Chops, John Tesh, Tim Janis, Dayton Philharmonic Orchestra,
Harry Connick, Sr., Marvin Hamlisch, Australia’s The Ten Tenors,
Straight No Chaser, The Toledo Symphony Orchestra, and former
Tonight Show bandleader Doc Severinson.
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Scholarship Recipients l Robinson Student Career Centers

Scholarship Recipients Recognized
Edison State Community College, in partnership with The
Edison Foundation, recognized over 140 students during
the annual scholarship recognition dinner on Thursday,
October 3, 2019 at the Piqua Campus. The event provides
recipients with the opportunity to meet the patrons that
made their scholarships available.
Following networking and dinner, Regina Duff, Edison State
alumni, and Obstetrics Director at Wayne HealthCare explained
why Edison State was the right choice for her.
“Looking back to when I started down my career path, I picked
Edison State because it was close to home, they offered small
class sizes, and it was affordable. I had two young children at
home while I was working, and yet I was able to take classes.
It was hard work, but I got through.”

Edison State Cuts the Ribbon to the
Robinson Student Career Center
A crowd of over 150 supporters were in attendance to witness
the ribbon-cutting ceremony for Edison State Community
College’s latest addition, the Robinson Student Career Center
on Wednesday, September 25, 2019, in Piqua.
The 5,200 square-foot student career center and campus entry
located at the West Hall of Edison State’s Piqua Campus was
brought to life thanks to a generous $2.5 million donation made
by Thom and Patricia Robinson of the Robinson Fund through
The Edison Foundation.
“When I was on the Foundation Board many years ago, I found
out what Edison State was all about and thought it was terrific.
It is a thrill to be here, and we’re thrilled to be a part of all this,”
said Patricia Robinson.

Duff then went on to explain how the education she received at
Edison State helped to propel her career. “Little did I know how
much my life would change for the better the minute I walked
through the same doors as you. Achieving my nursing degree
was worth the hard work and dedication.”

The new center is aimed at the promotion and integration of
students into a growing regional workforce. The addition
includes areas for career counseling and services, access to job
search resources such as Ohio Means Jobs, conference rooms,
student workspaces, and an information desk.

“I love what I do, but nursing can also bring obstacles and
opportunities that continually challenge you to be the best you
can be,” stated Duff. “Whether it be at the bedside giving care
or providing leadership to my staff, I am the one who is truly
blessed and fortunate for this amazing opportunity and career.”

“This center was designed to reflect Edison State’s role in
connecting students to the careers of their dreams,” said Edison
State President Dr. Doreen Larson. “Those careers are ready
and waiting here in our cities, our counties, and our state. This
center is not only a highly-visible and uniquely beautiful
entrance to the Piqua Campus, but also it represents the
highly-valuable Edison State education.”

After graduating from Edison State, Duff went on to receive a
Bachelor of Science Degree in Nursing from Wright State
University. She is also certified in fetal monitoring. Outside of
work, Duff is involved on The Edison Foundation Board, serving
as Chair of the Holiday Evening at Edison State scholarship
fundraising event. She and her husband, Jon, reside in Miami
County and have two children and three grandchildren.
Made possible by The Edison Foundation, Edison State
Community College, and local organization sponsorships,
recipients honored were awarded a total of over $220,000 in
academic and need-based scholarships. Scholarships awarded
aid students’ pursuit of higher education at Edison State
Community College.

“This is much more than just a building,” said Jack Hersey,
President and CEO of the Ohio Association of Community
Colleges. “This building is a sign that this is a campus that
understands where this country and this community is right
now, understands that our economy is strong, understands
that employers are hiring, and they understand that there are
people throughout the counties you serve that are ready to make
a jump, make a jump from having a job to a career to getting a
better living and earning a better wage. The building also
represents that higher education is changing, and this is a
college that is changing along with it. In fact, I would say
arguing, leading the change.”
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Edison State l Troy Location

“This is a shining example of what Ohio is doing and
what Edison State is doing for the workforce of today and
tomorrow,” said Ohio Department of Higher Education
Chancellor Randy Gardner. Edison State Board of Trustees
Chair Tami Baird-Ganley echoed sentiments of gratitude
to the Robinsons.
“Though words are not adequate, we extend our sincere
appreciation to Thom and Pat Robinson. Thom and Pat
have been long time supporters and friends to Edison
State. Our institution and our communities have been
truly blessed by this couple and their kindness. And now,
through the completion of the Robinson Student Career
Center, Edison State students of today and Edison State
students of tomorrow are going to be the ones that are
blessed by their kindness and generosity.”

Edison State Opens Troy Location with
Ribbon-Cutting Ceremony
Edison State Community College celebrated the opening of
the new campus in Troy on Wednesday, August 28, 2019,
with a ribbon-cutting ceremony.
Established to meet the needs of the growing healthcare
industry, Edison State at Troy is positioned to be the
center of healthcare education and training for the
Upper Miami Valley.
Edison State at Troy serves as a partnership hub of
healthcare educators and providers and is designed to
operate at the nexus of healthcare services in the Upper
Miami Valley. The location aims to optimize the pool of
workforce talent, maximizes the access of students to a
myriad of career options, and validates the quality of
lifestyle possible without moving out of the area.
Edison State President Dr. Doreen Larson remarked,
“expanding the pipeline of highly skilled healthcare
workers is critical to the success of the regional economy
and essential to the quality of life for families in the
Upper Miami Valley and the greater Dayton areas.”

Career pathways featured at the Troy Campus range
from a short-term technical certificate in Phlebotomy, a
one-year certificate in Medical Assisting to an associate
degree in Physical Therapy Assisting. At the request of
the City of Troy, Edison State will also provide EMT/
Paramedic course programming to Troy Firefighters at
this site.
Through a partnership with Franklin University, students
can also achieve a bachelor’s degree in healthcare
administration and other advanced transfer degrees on
site in Troy and through distance learning options.
Franklin University is a premier transfer partner known
for their seamless transfer system and 3+1 agreements with
community colleges. Edison State students will develop
career plans that enable up to 94 credits from Edison State
to apply to bachelor’s degrees from Franklin University.
“We’re honored to be partners with Edison State, we’ll
continue the partnership we’ve had for over two decades
and we look forward to keep flourishing and growing into
the future,” said Dr. Wendell Seaborn, MBA Lead Faculty
and Professor of Management at Franklin University.
Several key partners supported the establishment of this new
learning facility through The Edison Foundation. The Troy
Development Council, Upper Valley Medical Center/
Premier Health, and the Troy Fire Department all contributed
to equipping classrooms and labs at this campus.
Bruns General Contracting not only partnered with Edison
State faculty to create the new learning spaces, but also
contributed labor and materials to the overall rebranding
of the center for Edison State.
Quality healthcare programs require high-quality and
state-of-the-art equipment, labs, and support technology.
Two new Physical Therapy Assisting labs found at the
campus will provide optimal hands-on learning experiences
for students, and the mock hospital and home health care
spaces in the facility will allow students from all programs
at Troy to practice their skills in a variety of settings. An
advanced Science Lab will also optimize learning and
support individualized approaches from the professor.

The Edison Foundation Awards $83,575 in Scholarships
2020-2021 Academic Year

DARKE COUNTY

Shane Bryan
Taryn Cooper
Connor Fox
Delores Fox
Haley King
Tiffany Labig
Jacqueline Olwine
Kayla Saintignon
Ethan Setser
Jadyn Sharp
Grace Voisard
Georgia Wetzel
Mary Wood
MIAMI COUNTY

Ray & Bettye Laughlin Scholarship
Illuminate the Future Employee Scholarship
William Pitsenbarger Memorial Scholarship
Bus. & Prof. Women’s/Sheryl Brinley Memorial
Dr. Kenneth A. Yowell Scholarship
Thomas & Patricia Robinson Scholarship
Drive for Scholarships
D. Douglas King Memorial Scholarship
Illuminate the Future Employee Scholarship
Drive for Scholarships
Darke County Campus Scholarship
Illuminate the Future Community Scholarship
Darke County Campus Scholarship

Melissa Bach
Miami County Voiture 40 et 8
Jennifer Blackburn Drive for Scholarships
Zoe Blankenship William M. McCulloch Memorial Scholarship
Rayna Brownlee
Donnelly Nursing Scholarship
McKenzie Dean
Illuminate the Future Community Scholarship
Sandra Fairband
GED Scholarship
Brinley Fairband
Tri-County Trust Scholarship
Jade Grauman
Donnelly Nursing Scholarship
Morgan Hanniel
Miami County FOP Memorial Scholarship
Xander Magill
Drive for Scholarships
Kathryn Martin
Miami Co. Republican Women’s Scholarship
Daisy Meyer
Susie Wise Scholarship
Jade Moscato
Thomas & Patricia Robinson Scholarship
Alexis Olberding Susie Wise Scholarship
Heather Piseno
Kathy Oda Memorial Scholarship
Ethan Smith
Samuel E. Valandingham Memorial Scholarship
Rebecca Spencer
Vaccaro-Myers Theater/Fine Arts Scholarship
Maegan Titterington Kathy Clifton Scholarship
Mackenzie Varady Little Black Dress Scholarship
Cooper Wemmer
John J. Dugan Memorial Scholarship

PREBLE COUNTY

Amy Gevedon
Haley Koehl
Haley Koehl
Erianna Macklin
Erianna Macklin
Valerie Shaffer

Preble County Youth Foundation Scholarship
Preble County Youth Foundation Scholarship
Illuminate the Future Employee Scholarship
Preble County Youth Foundation Scholarship
Illuminate the Future Employee Scholarship
Preble County Youth Foundation Scholarship

SHELBY COUNTY

Adam DeWeese
Greg & Alissa Blankenship Scholarship
Stacey Edwards
Illuminate the Future Community Scholarship
Kayla Huber
Drive for Scholarships
Megan Mitchell
Drive for Scholarships
Devan O’Connell Charles Ridenour Memorial Scholarship
Vicki O’Reilly
Illuminate the Future Employee Scholarship
Reece Pitchford
Myers-Vaccaro Engineering Scholarship
Weston Rittenhouse Thomas & Patricia Robinson Scholarship
Eve Siegel
Tri-County Trust Scholarship
Jennifer Wentz
Illuminate the Future Employee Scholarship
OTHER: BUTLER, CHAMPAIGN, CLARK, LOGAN, MONTGOMERY

Hannah Allen
Carley Boeckman
Carter Callison
Julie Cull
Cheyenne Paiva
Brandi Powell
Johnathan Reed
Aubrey Stephens
Bridget Tigner

Illuminate the Future Community Scholarship
Mary Rebecca Allen Memorial Scholarship
Drive for Scholarships
Adult Learner Scholarship
Illuminate the Future Employee Scholarship
Illuminate the Future Community Scholarship
Drive for Scholarships
Drive for Scholarships
Illuminate the Future Employee Scholarship

The Edison Foundation Awards—2020 Audit
The Edison Foundation, INC. Statement of Financial Positions
Balance Sheet

The Edison Foundation, INC. Statement of Activities and Changes in Net Assets
Income Statement
Revenues and
Other Support

2020

2019

2018

