
SYLLABUS 

PART II 

EDISON STATE COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

LEG-216S Family Law (3 Credits) 

FALL 2026 - INDEPENDENT STUDY 
INSTRUCTOR: Sabra L. Tomb, Esq. 
Email: stomb@edisonohio.edu 
Office Hours: Virtual as needed 
COURSE FORMAT: Independent Study. No regular class meetings. Complete weekly readings and Blackboard 
work; assignments are due Sunday by 11:59 PM unless otherwise stated. Virtual meetings are scheduled as needed. 
Book: Family Law (Seventh Edition) By William P. Statsky 
 

Date Chapter – Reading 
Requirement 

Homework 

Week 1 
Aug. 24-30 

Chapter 1 – Introduction to 
Family Law and Practice  

Chapter 1 – Review 
Questions 

Week 2 
Aug. 31-Sept. 6 

Chapter 2- Ethics in a Family 
Law Practice  

Chapter 2 – Review 
Questions  

Week 3 
Sept. 7-13 

Chapter 3 – Compiling a 
Family History  

Chapter 3 – Review 
Questions  

Week 4 
Sept. 14-20 

Chapter 4 -Premarital, 
Postnuptial, and Cohabitation 
Agreements 
 
Chapter 5 – Marriage  

Prepare a prenuptial 
agreement 

Week 5 
Sept. 21-27 

Chapter 6 – Annulment 
 
Chapter 7 – Divorce Grounds 
and Procedure 

Research grounds in the 
State of Ohio   
 
Chapter 6 and 7 – Review 
Questions  
 

Week 6 
Sept. 28-Oct. 4 

Chapter 8 – Spousal Support, 
Property Division, and the 
Separation Agreement   
 
 

Research Spousal Support – 
look at your local jurisdiction. 
 
Draft a Separation 
Agreement 

Week 7 
Oct. 5-11 

Chapter 9 – Child Custody 
 
Chapter 10 – Child Support  
 
  

Research how child support 
to calculated in your local 
jurisdiction.  



Date Chapter – Reading 
Requirement 

Homework 

Week 8 
Oct. 12-18 

Midterm 
 

Midterm – 100 points 

Week 9 
Oct. 19-25 

Chapter 11 – Tax 
Consequences of Separation 
and Divorce 

Chapter 11 – Review 
Questions 

Week 10 
Oct. 26-Nov. 1 

Chapter 12 – Legal Rights of 
Women 
  

Chapter 12 – Review 
Questions 

Week 11 
Nov. 2-8 

 Chapter 13 – Illegitimacy and 
Paternity  
 
   

 
Chapter 13 – Review 
Questions 

Week 12 
Nov. 9-15 

Chapter 14 – The Legal Status 
of Children 

Chapter 14 – Review 
Questions 

Week 13 
Nov. 16-22 

Chapter 15 - Adoption Research Adoption – Draft 
MEMO 

Week 14 
Nov. 23-29 

Chapter 16 – The New 
Science of Motherhood 
 

Draft Complaint for Divorce 
and initial forms 

Week 15 
Nov. 30-Dec. 6 

 
Chapter 17 – Torts and Family 
Law 
  

 
Draft Decree of Divorce and 
final forms to be attached 

Week 16 
Dec. 7-13 

Final Exam  
 
 

Final Exam 

 

TESTS & QUIZZES 
 
Tests and quizzes are completed online. Time limits apply, and an exam must be completed in 
one sitting once started. Use a reliable computer rather than a cell phone. Exams open during the 
assigned week and close Sunday at 11:59 PM unless Blackboard states otherwise. 
 
 
 
 
 

EVALUATION METHODS 
 
 



The following grade ranges will be the basis for determining the letter grade for the course. Independent-study 
engagement and timely completion of required work will be considered before the final grade is assigned. 
 

100 - 94% = A   74 - 65% = D 
  93 - 85% = B   Below 65% = F 
  84 - 75% = C 

 
The final course grade will be based on the total number of points accumulated by the student as scheduled below: 
 

Activity                                         Individual Worth               Totals 
 
Review Questions   10 points      80 points 
Draft Forms/Pleadings   50 points                 200 points 
Research     30 points                 120 points 
Midterm     100 points                 100 points 
Final     100 points                 100 points 
 
 
         TOTAL:     600  points 
 

POLICY STATEMENTS 
 
1. All homework assignments must be typewritten. Grammar, spelling, and punctuation will 

be taken into consideration when the written work is graded. A 10-point penalty will be 
assessed against handwritten work. 

 
2. The Homework will be considered received when it has entered Edison’s information 

processing system and I can retrieve it.  Please send the work as a  
 Word file via blackboard. 
 
3.  Academic dishonesty including cheating and plagiarism will not be tolerated and will result 

in a failing grade. 
 
4. The last day to withdraw from a full-term course is established by Edison State's Fall 2026 Big 

Dates. Students must confirm the applicable deadline through MyESCC or Registration and 
Records. 

 
5. The instructor reserves the discretion to make changes in the syllabus as necessary. 
 
6. Students must attend scheduled individual conferences prepared and minimize distractions during 

meetings and assessments. 
 
6.          Edison State Community College will make reasonable accommodations for 
students with documented disabilities. If you believe you may need an 
accommodation based on the impact of a disability, contact the instructor privately 
with your self-identification letter. If you do not have a self-identification letter, 
contact Accessibility and Disability Support Services by 



emailing accessibilitysupport@edisonohio.edu or by calling 937.381.1548. 
Accessibility and Disability Support Services is located on the Piqua Campus in 
Room 160. For additional information, visit the Accessibility and Disability 
Services page 
  
7.            ADVISING SERVICES   
Edison State's career pathway advisors are your partners in success. A career pathway advisor is 
the first advisor that you will meet with once you have made the decision to further your 
education. Together, you and your career pathway advisor will:   

• Identify the right academic major to set you on your desired career path.   
• Identify the courses you'll need to accomplish your academic goals.   
• Help you develop a student plan tailored to your lifestyle and work schedule.   
• Prepare you to navigate your first semester at Edison State.   

  
You can find your career pathway advisor and faculty advisor information, including their email 
address, by logging into MyESCC and clicking on Student Planning. Go to Plan and Schedule 
and click on the Advising tab.  You may also call 937-778-7850 to connect via phone call.  
  
8.            BOOKSTORE SERVICES   
The Edison State Bookstore is here for all your educational supplies including textbooks, access 
codes, technology, and more! Contact us at 937-778-7970, through our email at 
1165mgr@follett.com, or check us out online at https://www.bkstr.com/edisonccstore/home.   
  
9.          CAREER AND JOB SERVICES   
Our Career and Job Services advisors are dedicated to helping students and alumni advance their 
professional development as they make career decisions, develop job search strategies, pursue 
experiential opportunities and secure employment. Career and Job Services also provides career 
assessments, career information, resume and cover letter help, job postings and resources, tips 
for interviewing and more. Visit https://www.edisonohio.edu/Career-and-Job-Services/ for more 
information.   
  
10.        COMPUTERS   
If you are working on campus, computers with internet access are available in the internet café. 
The Library and Tutoring Center has computers and printers available for your use.   
  

11.        Student Wellness Center 

College is stressful! Feeling burnt out, anxious, frustrated? When challenges arise, it’s 
helpful to have someone to talk to. We have partnerships established with many local 
mental health providers and can connect you with area resources. 

The Student Wellness Center helps students navigate obstacles which might cause 
issues or create a sense of distress during your school year. Edison State has built a 
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network of health professionals to support students. With these partnerships, the 
Student Wellness Center can assist students who need support in areas such as: 

o Recovery and Counseling referral 

o Housing 

o Food 

o Physical well-being 

Information and education are also provided on the topics of: 

o Alcohol and drug abuse and prevention 

o Sexual assault prevention and awareness 

o Building healthy relationships 

o Inclusion and belonging 

o Survivor support 

o Self-care 

o Anti-Hazing 

If you are struggling and need to speak with someone in person, please reach out to 
Velina Bogart, Coordinator of Student Wellness, at vbogart@edisonohio.edu, 937-
778-7854, Room 193 (next door to the Security Office). 

Walk in hours on campus are Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, 8am-5pm. Hours may 
vary according to the college schedule or events. You may schedule an appointment 
by clicking here. 

If this is a medical emergency, please call 911. If this is a mental health emergency, 
please call 988. 

Please note that the Charger Station Food Pantry has been relocated to Room 060 
(next to the cafeteria). 

 
 



12.          LIBRARY SERVICES   
The Edison State library is not only a comfortable place to study, we have an expansive 
collection of online resources available to help you with your research. Check out the library 
webpage here: https://www.edisonohio.edu/Library/. Libguides and short instructional videos are 
available to help you use these resources and can be found at: https://libguides.edisonohio.edu/. 
Please contact the library staff with any library questions you may have at 
library@edisonohio.edu, 937-778-7950, or stop in!   
  
13.        TECHNICAL SUPPORT SERVICES   
For Blackboard Assignment issues, the Instructor should be the first point of contact   
For Log-in or other technology issues:   
There are several steps you can follow if you have issues logging in to Blackboard or Office.   
During business hours:  

• Password reset: Log onto office.com with your Edison email and follow the “forgot 
password” prompts.  
• Reach out for help during regular business hours (9-5 Monday-Thursday, 9-4 Friday)   

o email to support@edisonohio.edu   
o call 937-778-8600 and ask for IT Help Desk   

After hours:   
• Password reset: Log onto office.com with your Edison email and follow the “forgot 
password” prompts   
• Go to www.edisonohio.edu into the Resources tab and click "IT Help Desk" then click 
"Chat".  
• Call 937-778-7957 and talk to the off-campus Blackboard company to get help   

  
14.       TITLE IX STATEMENT - Anti-Discrimination, Harassment and Bullying    
It is the policy of the College to maintain a learning environment free from bullying, 
discrimination, sexual harassment or sexual violence. Title IX federal law protects students, 
employees and third parties with a relationship to the college.   
All Edison State Community College employees are required to report all knowledge of 
incidents that violate the Title IX policy to the Title IX Coordinator or Deputy Title IX 
Coordinator immediately. Student and employee confidential consultation is available through 
the Coordinator of Health and Wellness Services.   
Title IX Policy and procedure language as well as contact information for the Coordinator of 
Health and Wellness, Title IX Coordinator and Deputy Title IX Coordinator can be found at 
www.edisonohio.edu/TitleIX/.   
  
15.      TUTORING SERVICES   
All Edison State students are eligible to receive free tutoring and learning support services 
through our Tutoring Center. Available services include Edison State tutors, both online and in-
person, covering a wide variety of courses including various levels of math and paper reviews, 
online tutoring through OhioLINK eTutoring, distraction-reduced study rooms, and the use of 
Tutoring Center resources including subject-specific and general study guides. For more 
information on tutoring services, visit the Tutoring Center in the Library, email us at 
tutoringcenter@edisonohio.edu, call 937-778-7959, or visit our webpage at 
https://www.edisonohio.edu/tutoring-center/   
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16.     ADDITIONAL SUPPORT SERVICES   
For additional help, please click the ASSIST tab on Blackboard or the Edison State Student 
Resources folder within your course.  
 

17. TESTING YOUR FAITH ACT POLICY 

Students may take up to three excused days for faith observances. Submit the Testing Your Faith 
Act form within 14 days after the course begins; see Registration and Records for the full policy. 
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